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Letter fromthe President

HeIIo, this is my first letter to the

- members of the Michigan Section

of ITE. | want to thank the mem-

_bers and the Executive Board
members for helping me get to this

position. | hope that the Section
can continue the good work it has
achieved in the past. With the

- continued help and hard work of .

the Executive Board, the Editor of
the Michiganite, the Technical

“Programs Chair, the other Com- -
" mittee Chairs, and the members, |
- am confident that we can.

I the first letter, it is usual for the
- President to speak of the goals and
hopes for the coming year. My goals .

are similar to those of my predeces-

- sors. High priority will be giventothe

continued growth inthe Sections con-

tributions to the Education Fund,
which will enable our Section to sup- .
port transportation students and stu- -

dent chapters. Another priority is to
continue improvements in the quality
and timeliness of the Michiganite.
We need to work towards improving
the Section the technical sessions of
by providing a good mix of topics and
speakers for the members. And |

hope to be able to attract new Sec-
‘tion members who are members of

National but don’t know we exist.

The section has to be proud of the

status of our Education Fund. As of v

the end of 1998, there is a balance -

of $42,723.17 at national. This bal-
ance brings us closer to a long

standing goal of being able to en-

dow the scholarships and prizes
that are avallable to students in our
chapters. | want to thank each of

you for your generosity and support -

through voluntary contributions, the
education fund benefit golf outings,
volunteering of time, and other ac-
tions that you have made that has

“been and continues to be critical for
our ability to assist transportation -

students. Of course the hard work
of Vicki Holland and the rest of the

- Education Fund Golf committee has

been essential for the continued

- success of our Education Fund. It

was wonderful to play golf in warm
sunny weather at Marion Oaks. -

The work that has been done in the
past year through the efforts of the
editor Shirley Wollner, past director
Lori Swanson (now Secretary), past
president Tim Haagsma, and oth-

ers who have contributed articles

andideas have made greatimprove-
ments to the Michiganite which will
be hard to equal let alone better. |
want to ask all of you to think about
what you are doing, or have seen
that could be contributed to the Michi-
ganite as articles, photos, or ideas.

. Please sendthese to Shirley for use

inthe Michiganite. ltis, afterall, your

VOLUME XXIX, NUMBER 1

i £ i i i
. Jon Start Mtchzgan Section Presidént

publication and .your contrlbutlons

~ will help us to continue to provide a

quality newsletter. Shirley’s phone

numberand email address arelisted = -

inside this newsletter.

Our section puts on very good tech-

nical sessions with topics that touch -

on awide range of traffic, transporta-
tion, construction, and planning is--
sues. | want to continue to be able to

~-put-on technical
sessions that are as good as the
- ones we have had in the past. We

are lucky that Technical Programs

- Continued onpage 10
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_President’s Column,
Continued from page 1

Chair, Matt Simon from HNTB has
volunteered to continue to serve this
year in arranging for speakers for
most of our technical sessions. He
has done a great job in what is argu-
ably one ofthe more challenging chair
or executive board positions. If you
have ideas on topics, speakers, or
“want to make a presentation at a
technical session please let Mattora
board memberknow. Yourideasand

contributions will help the sessions |

be applicable to yourinterests. Atten-

dance attechnical sessionshasbeen :

good and we wantto keep themup by
providing good programs. Matt's

~ phone number is listed inside this

newsletter.

There are two particular topics that -

you will hear more of in the coming
year, students and direction for this
section. Concernabout a’ftractmg stu-
~dents to the transportation engineer-

ing field and maintaining good pro-

grams in our universities has been
raised by Dr. Maleck. Heis concerned

. Michidanite ‘'Spring 1999

that there is a decline in interest
among younger faculty and the stu-
dents in transportation fields. Be-
cause of the good job market fewer

students go into graduate programs. .

| don’t know what the answers ar

but we must look at ways to promote. -
our field and be available to encour- -
age interest from students so that

the trend can be reversed. | have felt

thatif | kept my name and actions out -

ofthe newspaperthat | was doing my

. job well, Maybe we need to let more .
peoplé know of the type of thingsthat

we are doing for the general public.

- During the February technibal ses-

- sion, Vice President Mark Bott led a
discussion with the audience raising

questions about whether the mem-

bership is happy with the current .

technical sessions and activities of
the Section. Input was solicited and
received concerning types of topucs

at technical sessions that people
- would like to see. Such feedback will

be helpful for the board to use in

planning future .technical‘ sessions,
in broadening our contacts, and in

reaching students. Please feel free -

to talk to any board member about

‘ideas for the section.

One example of the board’s reactibn
to section wishes is the Family/Friend

~outing. The board has tried in the -
~ past two years to test the idea of a

family/friend more social / less tech-
" nical event because we had heard

that there was an interest in such an
outingagain. Outings atthe Lugnuts/
Whitecaps baseball games were set

up. Attendancewas poorbothyears. -
" Based on the pastturnout, the board

has decided not to put on such a
session this year. -

| better stop for now. Please remem-

ber to vote for District. 3 Director.

This is the first year in memory that
there are two candidates to choose
from. See you in Lansmg on March

11, 1999.
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Flint, MI
February 11, 1999

Section ‘Fund Balance
Section Regular Fund Balance
Education Fund Balance o
Incident Management Fund Balance

~ Income - Section -
Dues
Interest
MichiganITE ads

. Expense - Section , :
MlChl ganITE Pnntmg & Mailin g

Income - _Educatlon

~ Expense - Education

- Michigan Section-ITE

Treasurer’s Report - Executive Board Meeting

Education Fund at National Balance (as of 12/31/98)

_ Submitted by Kevin P. McCarthy, Treasurer ,

$ 6,813.701
$6,329.26 '
-$ 600.00 -
$1,084.44
$42,723.17

ACTIVITIES JANUARY 1, 1999 THROUGH FEBRUARY 10, 1999

T $ 618.23
$ 663.00 : -
$ 8820
'$ 595.00
$ 877.08

$877.08 .
$ 00.00
$ °00.00

MEMBERSHIP_NEWS

New Members -
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"\ Sheldon L. Pivnik

Candidate for ITE International Vice Presided .

' v ' Michiganite Spring 1999 T
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8300SW. 105 Steet tel (3055952979 fax. (305) 270-9641
g Miami, Florida 33156 emall 51p1vn1k@compuserve com

":Challenges of the Future

I have been “a member of the ITE for more then 30 years During this time I have . ..:

.. served on many commlttees represented the ITE on the National Committee for Uniform

" Traffid Control Devices and the National Committee for Uniform Traffic Laws . and

i . “‘ordinances. I have served as Department Head of Department 1 of the Technical Counc1l
;f.Chalrperson of the Expert Witness Couneil, Member -of the. Coordlnatlng Council as well
- as other leadership and participating pos1t10ns For more -then 35 years I have beern

f7of the supply of approprlate services for; the membershlp

T offer a-unique- background for leadershlp to the ITE T have a business degree in
management and organlzatlon I bring this ability, with relatéd courses in management,
business structure and accounting: to the Board of Direction: I.-also have a law degree.
n’gettlng this type of degree you have to develop a thought process that -allows- you
to -identify .all ~issues -on both. sides of a problem, and" of course  the ablllty to

. And I am an englneer “and I have spent almost my entlre career as a. “local government
,~trafflc englneer My engineering background. is electrical. This gives me a unlque
: perspectlve in the problems fac1ng the transportatlon profe351on part1cularly in the
Omlng mlllennlum ‘ - B

: As an elected offlcer and a -member of the Board of Dlrectlon 1t ig my 1ntentlon to
'expand the ‘International ‘aspect of .the ITE. The program I will, propose will ‘also have

n;nvolvement
way transfer of technology between our U:S. members and our ‘non- U s members

i.attend conferences, 'technical ‘sessions, programs, and to meet ‘with student -chapters
“.advancements in trafflc and transportatlon This fund will :also - be used to-send U.S.

~f1rst hand what 1s happenlng in new technology avallable for our field.

'“fgraduates are technlcally quallfled they must be 1ntroduced to the real world

“of this. . o

.-"If you have any quest:.ons or’ suggest:.ons please feel free to contact me at

- tel. (305) 595- 2979 fax. (305) 270-9641
*:v‘email sxp:.vnlk@compuserve.coin‘ ) .

“an Urban Traffic Engineer with the last.30 years as§ ‘an Administrator of large Traffic .
Englneerlng DlVlSlonS Presently I serve as Legal and Foren51c Englneerlng consultant

el Since I- “joined- the Instltute, membershlp has grown from 2500 to over 14;000. “More -
‘- then. ever- leadershlp is a-key to the continuéd growth of the ITE and the contlnuatlon

an’ anc1llary effect _on 1mprov1ng DlStrlCt »Sectlon, Chapter and Student Chapter‘
:;It is my intention to ‘establish a non_member funded trust fund to support the two -

;Thls fund w1ll support the brlnglng of non-U.S. members ‘to” the Unlted States to"
"to update us. on ‘their new technologles and their -experience with technoloegical
. members 1nclud1ng students, to other countries on fact finding missions to learn;
It.is also my 1ntentlon to establlsh a Brldglng the Gap program for our’ studentp'k

membérs who - have recently graduated -and -entered our profession. -This program will o
bridge the gap between the academiic world and established job: market. ‘While our new -l

. They should be tralned in deallng with. publlc off1c1als and cllents, tralned 1nk o
,publlc relatlons, and tralned in bu51ness technlques ThlS program w1ll accompllsh all_j,:_q

1dent1fy the problem 1tself After all -no problem can be solved untll it 1s flrst.,:51

‘, . Easy o mstall and use Srt
‘o Economical single appmacb system ‘

o Ideal for temporary or
permanent apphcatwns

~© Flexible... easy to modﬂf’v
' detectmn zones =
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Dave Merchant receives Arthur C. Gibson Award

Michigan Section Past Presid‘enf Tim Haagsma presented Dave Merchant with the Arthur C. Gibson
Award for Outstanding Serwce The presentation took place at the January Technical Session which was ,
held in Flint. . _ o :

Dave has been an active member of ITE since 1962 and became a Life Member in January 1996. He was .
“a Charter Member of the North Carolina Section and served on various committees there and in Washing-
ton D.C. He was elected as Director of the Michigan Section in 1975 and then proceeded through the
Ieadershlp ladder to PreSIdent in 1980. He was one of the ITE representatives that served on the Advisory
- Committee for the development of the handbook “Evaluating Traffic Impact Studies”. He currently serves
with Bill Savage in evaluating student paper submissions. He is the District 3 Section Activities Coordina-
tor. ' ‘

Dave retired from the Federal Highway Administration in 1988 after a 36 1/2 year career in that organiza-
tion. Since retirement he has been engaged in traffic engineering consulting ona part time basis.

The Arthur C. Gibson Award is presented in recognition of Dave’s outstanding confributions to the Michi-
gan Section and the Institute in'particular. The Members of the Section acknowledge his contribution
toward the improvement of the transportation engineering profession by virtue of his commitment of pnvate
time and his extenswe effort in promotmg the awareness of the Organlzatlon and the profe33|on

Congratulation‘s Dave!

Tim Haagsma (1} presenting the Arthur C. Gibson Award to Dave Merchant (r)

Michiganite Spring 1999

- STEVEN GAYLE
CANDIDATE FOR ITE INTERNATIONAL VICE- PRESIDENT

As a candidate for the prestigious office of Internatlonal Vice-President of ITE, I bring a breadth of recent experience in
many aspects of the Institute, a depth of knowledge of ITE operations, and a passion for service to ITE. This background
will benefit the membership by enabling me to effectively assume the duties of the office without having to learn the basic

policies, procedures, and practices of the Institute. I\/’ 1y service to ITE 1nc1u0es

International Board of Direction: 1993-95; Budget Committee 1993, 1995

District 1: Chair 1998, Vice-Chair 1997, Secretary/Treasurer 1996

‘New York Upstate Section: Newsletter Editor, 1988-1991; Section Director 1991-92
International Policy & Legislative Committee: Chair 1998-99; Vice-Chair 1996- 97
Transportation Planning Council: Executive Committee 1997-99; member since 1990
Transportation Safety Council: Member since 1995 '

- Public Agency Task Force: Charter member, 1998-99

Author: ITE Transportatzon Plannmg Handbook 2" ed., Chapter on Urban Planmng, 1998

My goals for ITE are founded on a core principle: all proposed programs,»products, and services are to be evaluated
- - against the standard of helping our members do their jobs better and attain their professional goals.

A focus on syStem’management and operation. This new perspective puts traffic engineers at center stage.
. A continued focus on safety. ITE needs to help members convey to the pubhc the value of our work in des1gn1nc
. and operating safe facilities.
A focus on partnerships. From ITS to harrnomzat1on our jobs requlre us to build effecnve partnershlps Wlth
" public agencies and private stake holders.
A focus on professional growth. ITE must continually enhance training opportunities for members :

I have spent my entire career in public serviée, and Have been_the Executive Director of the Binghamton (NY) Metropoli-

-tan Transportation Study since 1985. I am proud that BMTS received the 1998 National Award for Outs'tanding Achieve-

ment in Metropolitan Transportation Planning from the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations. The skills
involved in running a premier MPO will benefit ITE: developing plans that reflect realistic choices, commumcaunv ideas

effectively, building consensus, and making decmons

STEVEN GAYLE for International Vice-President.. .experience,knowledge, ideas, anda pasSion fer service.
Input is welcome: BMTS, PO Box 1766, Binghamton NY 13902-1766...fax 607/78-6051...email bmts@spectra.net

W. Merv Teague
Senior Account Representative

Highway Safety Products WILLIAM F. SAVAGE P.E.

e e Traffic Engineering Consultant
3M Traffic Control

m Materials Division

' 3130 Lexington Avenue South ,
PO Box 33211 2224 Tulane Dr.

Lansing, MI 48912
(517) 482-0854

Expert Tesnmon 'y

St. Paul, MN 55133-3211 Trajf ic. Parkmg & Safery Studies

800 686 6174 Voice Mail
810 356 1652 Fax
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r» -_In a d|lemma'?'? _Find what others around the Country are domg
| ‘_‘,By John K. Abraham; PhD Traffic Englneer Clty of Troy

f,Contmued from page6

,glveresldents a better_tool, they will focus on stop signs and signa‘ls to address the speeding issue. Kathy

flwould llke to introduce to the MlchlganITEs a great resource tor traﬁlc/transportatlon engineers to get answers t'
-~ “your questions/dilemmas from all over the country and in fact from all over the world. The Traffic Engineering CounCII S
- withthe National ITE is maintaining a discussion grouponalistServe. TheListServeisa network ofe-mailaddresses -
~through which you can reach numerous other traffic engineers. For example, | had a question-about how to handle' L
" requests for unwarranted STOP signs, | sent the question to the List Serve address (itetraffic@lists.io: . com), o
:_ijand within minutes | had advice and experience of number of traffic engineers from all over the country. | received == .«
" in excess of 25 replies to my question all of which related their experiences and their recommended practlce Once’ -~
* “you subscribe to the List Serve, you automatically get a copy of the questions posted by others and the replles thatj?’.f S
“were received. This provides a tremendous resource for all practlcmg traffic engineers.. My observation has been’
.that in the past the involvement of Michigan ITE members has been I|m|ted and would encourage you to make use S
oofthis ‘free’ service that | have found to be vety useful. For those who are notin this network, you can join by sendlng R
“an e-mail message the text of which should be subscribe ITE Traffic send it to majordomo@lists.io.comyouneed: -
“not give a subject in the subject line. There is also a searchable archlve of past messages ata webpage mamtalned,,g_ -,
-by Penn. State Uniiversity. The addressis http: / /www.clubs .psu.edu/ite/ whichis aiso agood resourcetocheck .~ -
:what d|scus310ns went on in the past | hope you W|ll find the experlence as enjoyable as | have found it to be SresT

John | am totally agalnst installinga YIELD signas a pacn‘lcatlon fora STOP sign request! Herein Eugene Oregon we adhere7
*stnctly to the MUTCD in'this matter. We do, however, have a number of YIELD signs that have been in place for 20.or 30 years;
rmore. Some ofthem may have been installed inappropriately or conditions may have changed atthe intersections. We are just
startingaprogramto reviewall of our YIELD signsto determlnethelrappllcablllty Thosethat are inappropriate will be removed and )
7where needed, replaced with STOP signs. ‘ _ S

',From' IVSLCIl CIVSLCI1 11 PO

‘Atwo- -way stop is nothardto ustlfy based on traffic volumes street classmcatlon S|ght-d|stance accrdents etc Afour way stop'
-is alittle tougher. While TE at Mesa, AZ, and Tampa, FL, we actually put in a “system” of stop signs on collectors (at roughly2.
“block intervals), where the net effectwaslower speeds, Iowervolumes andfeweraccidents. Thebypasstraffic bypassed theshort-
' cut, as it was no longer an attractive alternative. The result was that you eliminated the top edge of the speed curve, lowerlng the
curve for the remaining drivers, and more importantly, the complaints stopped. | wentto a VA DOT presentation at TRB this year;:
-where the results were exactly the same. My experience w/Yield signs is that they are not obeyed and not very useful except in
unusual situations, and | replaced most of themw/Stop signs. The compliance (to giving up the rightof way) :ncreased 'Thereare
: othertoolsto nelghborhood trafhc control The Clty of Portland OR has probably oneofthemost comprehenswe processes around

\n' example questlon and the answers follow :

.‘ ORIG/NAL QUES TION

. | presume that a/l of us get swamped by requests for STOP srgns by pers:stent crtrzen who think these signs will reduce speeds B : ,'f :
- and enhance their children’ s safety. | also think a majority of all these srgn-requests do not meet warrants and we getintothis = .
N busmess of mak/ng ‘more. enemies (") when we reject these requests . :

7 for collectors & arterlals but a ponnt system taklng lnto account volumes accident expenence (rare) and mtersectlon sight
.., distance. As volumesand accident experience (correctable) increase and sight distance decreases, points are earned. Whenthe
' ;pomts total up 5, that warrants a residential multi-way stop. We “give away remarkably fewunwarranted ones anymore -the pollcy

; Has anybody tried to pacify these r equests by 33}4 a Y/ELD S/Qn Instead assuming, it may be much easier to/ust/fy one Of these S it {jwas ahelp for us (obviously) and forour Commlssmners as they were tired of the ‘no pollcy sntuanon
- incourtif requrred when compared to a STOP sign? Is thls better than even bemg forced to put up an unwarranted srgn (the “P” S : ,

: warrant’P)

:ﬁ;:From aflsgher@:l.nt;e rpath ,gg

: i{:\t‘ Flatherthan to contlnueto fightrequests for4-way stops here in Greensboro we have adopted a 4—way stop s;gn pollcythat is more
-+ permissive in the placement of 4-way stops in residential areas. In addltlon tothe! MUTCD we conSIderthe followmg crltena onlow
volume streets for placement ofa 4 way stop :

O.f has anybody found‘a good strategy to }war'd‘ off these reqUests?, L 1: L

'-'Slgnlng by pOll'[ICS equates to deSIinng by politics - ‘Taln’t rlghtl A gravel road that approach eséa paved road deserves a YlELD IR 1. . Intersections with non- removable SlghtObSthCthﬂS . ' '

‘sign and IS DRIVEN as though the existing STOP sign read YIELD. Some out of state counties have realized thisand replaced . = -~ 7" - - 2. Intersections of low volume streets that meet all of thefollowmg condltlons

- STOP signs with YIELD signs, in these locations. When the locals complain about fast drivers, some Traffic Engineersinstalla” . -7~ " & Total vehicular volume entering the intersection from all approaches averagesa '
stop sign to appease them. Minnesotaalso has 4 way STOPS inthe middle of cornfields - common sense does not always prevall B I D minimum of 100 vehicles per hour for at least any 4 hour period during a typical weekday

;hlS response hasn’t answered your ques‘non It d[d tell you that others have 3|m|[ar opm|ons b, fln additionto the vehicular volumes specmed in (a) the vehicular volume entering the intersection from the mlnor
: : S “street or streets for the same four hours averages at least 25 vehicles perhour. : «
‘¢. - Both streets have residential frontage and existing posted speed limits of 35 MPH.
i , . : : - d. Neither street is classified as a major or minor thoroughfare by the City of Greensboro or the NCDOT
‘1 do not know if thls answers your questlon but Fwill giveita try Here at the Clty of Cambndge unwarranted stop sign and S|gna| i e. Neither street is wider than 36'.- : :
“fequests are what started the push for our traffic calming program. Previously, the only tools residents had to deal with speeding = - f.©° Noexisting stopsignotraffic signal islocated on thefree-ﬂow str ectwithina d|stance ofthe proposed stop Iocatlon
, ‘;trafflc was stop signs. We are trying to get them to look at the traffic calming tools as a better solution to the problem Until we L g - The intersection legs extend at least 600 feet away from the intersection. s RS
ST ) R ST o : B e h. ‘The total volume of the non-stop street does not exceed 3000 VPD.
s

o The proposed multi-way location fits within an identified system plan..

T ’Contliiuedotipage’l o s

’ '“v";'fThe.above policy was based on a similar policy that the City of Brentwo'od:Tenn‘essee adopted. -




